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due to lack of funds. He later opened an institute for teacher training in Yverdon, Switzerland, which attracted educators from all over the world to learn his teaching methods, one of whom was Froebel.37 At Yverdon, Pestalozzi taught teachers the importance of taking students out of the classroom and into nature, by taking field trips to the countryside. Even inside the classroom, he encouraged learning through the use of concrete objects instead of reading about them in a book. He strongly believed that the child should play an active role in their own education, and that schools and teachers should never interfere with a child’s natural style of learning. If a child was not developmentally ready to grasp the concepts being taught, it would be “absurd” to expect them to sit through the lesson. If the child should become restless or inattentive during a lesson, Pestalozzi argued that this was not the fault of the child but the teacher. It meant the teacher was imposing knowledge onto a child that was not naturally ready to receive it.38 In his most famous work How Gertrude Teaches Her Children, he criticized this formal method of teaching.  We leave children up to their fifth year in the full enjoyment of nature; we let every  impression  of  nature  work  upon  them;  they  feel  their  power;  they already know full well the joy of unrestrained liberty and all its charms. The free  natural  bent  which  the  sensuous  happy  wild  thing  takes  in  his development, has in them already taken its most decided direction. And after they  have  enjoyed  this  happiness  of  sensuous  life  for  five whole  years, we make all nature round them vanish from before their eyes; tyrannically stop the delightful course of their unrestrained freedom; pen them up like sheep, whole  flocks  huddled  together,  in  stinking  rooms;  pitilessly  chain  them  for hours, days, weeks, months, years,  to the contemplation of unattractive and 
                                                        37 Lucille M. Schultz. “Pestalozzi's Mark on Nineteenth‐Century Composition Instruction: Ideas Not in Words, but in Things.” Rhetoric Review 14, no. 1 (Autumn, 1995), 24.  38 Schultz, “Pestalozzi’s Mark on Nineteenth‐Century Composition,” 28‐29. 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different cities with children from varying economic backgrounds were convinced of the benefits of kindergartens because of the student evaluations from primary school teachers, and carried out Blow’s curriculum in their classrooms. Blow explained, “[the kindergarten’s] results cannot be tested by examinations or expressed in statistical tables, but must be gathered from the testimony of experts who have had time and opportunity to study its influence.”210 Laura Fisher, director of the sixty‐nine public kindergartens in Boston, compiled 127 letters from first grade teachers and found 102 to be in favor of kindergarten education, 25 unfavorable.211 The most common criticism was in reference to the disciplinary issues such as talkativeness. However, Blow noted that “in the kindergarten, talking is not forbidden, but, on the contrary, children are encouraged to share with the kindergartener and with each other all their happy experience of effort and success.”212 She believed this criticism was therefore “unjust,” and thought the new disciplinary rules governing primary school would not be difficult for kindergarten children to grow accustomed to after a few short weeks. The vast majority of teachers wrote glowing reports of their first grade students who had come from kindergarten programs.  For the evaluations, the first grade teachers were asked four questions:  1. How many years have you taught children in the first grade? 2.  About what  proportion  (per  cent)  of  your  children  have  come  to  you  from  the kindergarten? 3. What,  if  anything,  have  you  observed  as  to  the  characteristics  of  kindergarten children as compared with other children? 4.  How  do  you  think  the  kindergarten  training  has  affected  the  progress  of  the children  in  the primary grade, particularly  in your own grade? Has  their progress                                                         210 Blow, “Kindergarten Education,” 43.  211 Blow, “Kindergarten Education,” 45.  212 Blow, “Kindergarten Education,” 43. 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children under eight contain significant errors and are therefore largely invalid.234 American policymakers refuse to acknowledge these findings and press on with testing in early childhood classrooms. Children are left with unimaginative curriculums and the stress of feeling inadequate or unintelligent at the age of four. Reports of behavior problems among kindergarteners, such as uncontrollably anger and aggression, which in some cases results in the expulsion of young students from school, has increased in recent years. “[E]xperts believe that developmentally inappropriate expectations and practices are causing normal child behavior to be wrongly labeled as misbehavior, and normal learning patterns to be mislabeled as learning disabilities.”235 That is a long way from Blow’s vision. Blow stated from the beginning of her career as an educator that development should be the focus of the kindergarten, not the academic achievement of students. Froebel’s play‐based methods, his gifts and occupations, worked to achieve those goals.   A recent study performed by the American Academy of Pediatrics has shown that play promotes creativity, imagination, dexterity, physical, cognitive, and emotional strength, and healthy brain development. Through play, children learn how to resolve conflicts and how to advocate for themselves.236 These studies show the same findings Blow found over a century earlier. Play is still a crucial part of childhood, and kindergartens were originally created to ensure children were given time to collect its benefits. The “crisis in the kindergarten” today has caused 95 percent of mothers in the United States, more                                                         234 Miller and Almon, Crisis in the Kindergarten, 19.      235 Miller and Almon, Crisis in the Kindergarten, 21.  236 Kenneth R. Ginsburg et al., “The Importance of Play in Promoting Healthy Child Development and Maintaining Strong Parent‐Child Bonds.” Pedicatrics 119, no. 1 (2007): 183. 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than any other country studied, to fear that their children are growing up too fast.237 Many teachers want to include play into their curriculums but are unable to because they are not given the time and administrators do not value it.238 Regardless of the all the findings indicating the benefits of play, in America’s current system, it is difficult to find room for change.  The education system in the United States is robbing children of childhood, creating unrealistic expectations, and labeling children as failures before they have had the time to develop enough to understand the material. Before kindergartens, most four to six year olds did not attend school at all. Blow’s point in creating the kindergarten was not to begin primary school sooner; it was to develop children’s minds and bodies, to introduce them to the world of education in a way that would make sense to a young child, and to prepare them for a life of academic rigor. To watch the space of the kindergarten become exploited by policymakers to churn out meaningless test results after having studied the dedication of scholars and educators to create a positive, productive, and fun learning environment for children is infuriating. It is, as Miller and Almon described, “a national disgrace.” Kindergartens today would be unrecognizable to former students like Bliss. The lessons taught by Blow are invaluable and are slowly being reconsidered by passionate people working to reclaim kindergartens and offer a playful learning environment for America’s children once again.                                                             237 Dorothy G. Singer, Jerome L. Singer, Heidi D’Agostino, and Raeka DeLong, “Children’s Pastimes and Play in Sixteen Countries: Is Free‐Play Declining?” Journal of Play 1, no. 3 (2009): 304. 238 Miller and Almon, Crisis in the Kindergarten, 25. 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Appendix   
  “Ball Song” Banneker Kindergarten.  Photograph Courtesy of CHS in “Susan Blow & Kindergartens, PA 19.3,” PH02941. 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